Emergency department management of the intoxicated adolescent.
It is widely recognized that many young people will have experiences with alcohol and with psychoactive recreational drugs before emerging from the adolescent years. It is estimated that before leaving ninth grade, one half of the total student population will have had experience with alcohol, and approximately one third with marijuana. Cocaine also is more available to adolescents. For these reasons, the emergency physician is more likely to see teenage patients for drug-related problems.